[Your Chorus Logo Here]


WELCOME to your first visit with the [Your Chorus Name] Chorus!  We hope it won’t be your last.  Whether you are new to Sweet Adeline’s, or if you have been a member of another chorus, hopefully this information will be helpful to you.

What should you expect from your first time at rehearsal?

(
A [Welcoming Committee] member will have you complete some general information about yourself.  You will be given a music folder containing the music being rehearsed for the evening.  You’ll get a new folder each week with which you’ll swap the folder from the prior week.   

(
A voice specialist will take you into a separate room to determine your “starting” voice part.  We sing Barbershop harmony, so there are four parts – Tenor, Lead, Baritone, and Bass.  We will give you some information on each of those parts tonight as well.   

( 
No pressure, but the next step is to have you get right up on the risers, and stand next to a member that sings the part you were assigned.  Everything you need will be in your folder so you can jump right in.  Sometimes, depending on what we are doing, it might make sense for you to watch for a while instead, but otherwise we encourage you to sing with us.

(
You will have questions by the end of the night.  Feel free to come back to the welcome table and talk with the New Member coordinators or any one of the people you met tonight.  We do limit the amount of talking on the risers, but as a guest, you should feel free to ask any music related questions of those around you.  Our director will recognize your folder as belonging to a guest and is mindful that questions do arise in the moment. 

(
At each visit, we will provide you with more information about our chorus, the international organization we belong to, and more details about what it means to be a member of the [Your Chorus Name] Chorus.  A few issues that will be covered in more detail at future visits are included in the following questions and answers:

Q. How often does the chorus rehearse?

A. Every [rehearsal day] night from [time of rehearsal] – except national holidays, and [any other scheduled time off] Extra rehearsals might be required before competitions and major shows.  On occasion, rehearsal will be cancelled due to weather in which case you will be notified by email or phone.

Q. What does it cost to be a member?

A. Three different types of dues are required.  There are International dues, Regional dues, and chorus.  Dues are cut in half for ages 25 and below.   International dues and Regional dues are required with the application for membership. 
B. Costumes:  Some costumes the chorus will supply, and some you will need to find on your own.  You will usually have to pay some, or all of the cost.  Some fund raising activities are available to help with this expense.  We also have chorus shoes in two colors.  Don’t worry; we have a costume chairperson that will help you to get what you need when you need it.  

Stage makeup is required for competitions and major shows.  Members do need to purchase their own and our makeup chairperson will provide you with a price list and will order what you need.

Competitions, education weekends and conventions are a part of the Sweet Adeline’s experience.  Including hotel costs, travel expenses, registration and other criteria, the cost variance can be extreme, especially if we travel internationally.  Some of these are optional, but regional competition is encouraged.  We have ongoing opportunities to help offset these expenses! 

Q. Do I need to Audition to be a member, and how soon can I audition?

A. Yes, you do need to audition to join.  The soonest you can audition is [indicate procedure here] The period for auditioning varies from person to person, but keep in mind that only members can perform and compete in contests.  The audition consists of singing your part (you may use music) to one of our current songs – quartet style – with three other members.  To help you prepare, an “Audition Quartet” will be available to practice with you at 6:30 p.m. each Monday night and our Audition coordinator is a member of the [Welcoming Committee] and is available to answer questions for you at any time.  

Q. How can I learn more about the [Your Chorus Name] Chorus and Sweet Adeline’s International?

A. Check out our website – [website address] The site will give links to Sweet Adelines International, the Lake Michigan Region #3 site, and much more!  Or call [contact persons name and phone]

We hope you will come back to see us again.

A number of our members are allergic to perfumes, fabric softeners, hair sprays etc.  We try to use unscented products whenever possible for rehearsals and performances.   







