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WELCOME to your fourth visit with the [Your chorus name] Chorus.  Tonight, an Audition quartet will be available to sing with you for auditions if you choose to do so.  If you just want to sing with them and not audition, you can do that too.  Be sure to ask that quartet any questions regarding the music and the organization.

TO AUDTION, OR NOT TO AUDITION?

It’s your fourth visit with us, so if you feel ready, you could audition tonight.  Just let our audition know that you want to give it a try.  If you aren’t sure if you are ready, ask the Audition Quartet.  Another week or two of rehearsal might be just what you need to feel more confident.  So, take some more time if you need to.

Just a reminder of what to expect during your audition.  You will sing your part of a song, with three other members of the chorus.  A fourth chorus member, from your voice part, will stand behind you.  She will support you during your audition by singing with you if you appear to need a little support.  The only other person in the room will be our director.  No one expects you to sing the song perfectly, and you can use music when you sing.  The important thing is whether you can sing your part of a song while singing with the other three parts.    

WHEN YOU PASS YOUR AUDITION!

If you pass your audition, the next step will be for the chorus board to approve your membership, and for your Sweet Adeline’s International application to be mailed in.  The Sweet Adeline’s International and regional dues will also be collected.  Depending on when you become a member, you will be told how much your chorus dues will be for the rest of the fiscal year (May – April).  

WHEN DOES FULL MEMBERSHIP BEGIN?

Since your membership is with Sweet Adelines International, and the [Your chorus name] Chorus, your membership is not official until the International office accepts your application and assigns a membership number.  The chorus [President or Team Leader] will receive your membership card in the mail with the official date your membership began.  

You will be officially welcomed at a rehearsal after your name badge is received. (Which is usually before your membership card arrives)  At that time you will received a notebook of chorus music (this remains the property of the chorus and must be returned if your resign), a chorus name badge, [indicate anything else that is presented to the new member. This should be a big deal and the new member should be provided with tokens of her new membership]  Depending on the number of new members, a formal discussion time might be set up to talk about the Standing Rules.  However, feel free to ask the membership coordinator any questions you might have about the rules.  

MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING!

Just like most organizations, the [Your chorus name] Chorus has rules.  Most of what you will read in the Standing Rules is from an outline suggested by Sweet Adeline’s International.  The main points of the rules have to do with the responsibilities of the chorus board, the director, and the members.  For individual members, the primary concern is to remain in good standing.  

There is a financial commitment to be a member of this chorus.  However, this commitment should never keep someone from being a member.  Because of the generosity of current, and past members, the chorus does have an Angel Fund that can help members with their dues when necessary.  This is a gift fund, and not a loan.  However, re-payment will continue to assure that this fund will be available for others in the future.  

Regular rehearsal attendance is necessary for the Chorus to offer high quality performances and although rehearsal attendance is not a criterion in the Standing Rules, our director does institute a pre-contest or pre-show requirement.  Keep in mind that most “team” type organizations can only be as good as the weakest member. 

 You have probably noticed that things change rapidly from rehearsal to rehearsal.  Changes in how we sing a song and even what words are sung can change from week to week.  For that reason, our director has the right to say someone cannot sing at a performance or in a contest, if they have missed too much rehearsal time.  

However, a member can receive individual instruction from other member regarding changes made during a rehearsal.  You may perform for a section leader, or the director, and be approved to sing at a performance or contest.  Life happens, and sometimes that includes missing rehearsal.  

Contest Requirements

Contest rules include the requirement that all competing members must be in good standing, or risk the chorus being disqualified.  So, needless to say, we take this “good standing” issue seriously.   We will talk more about the fundamentals and expectations of members during contest preparation but it’s safe to say, this is an exciting time during the year for The [Your chorus name] Chorus.  [Your chorus name] is among the highest scoring Choruses in the world and because we are in a highly competitive region, we work very hard.  

I hope that all this talk about rules doesn’t scare you off.  Most of the time we don’t need to think about the rules at all.  However, when an organization has existed for over 50 years, one of the reasons is because it has developed a good plan and set of rules to operate.  If you think about it, an organization of over 30,000 women probably needs at least a few consistent rules, or we would never get anything done.  

Well, hope you have enjoyed your time with us so far, and maybe the next papers you receive will be an application, and a copy of the famous rules!

