2016 WOMEN OF NOTE

Choral-Aires – Martha Anderson - Martha joined Sweet Adelines in Minnesota in 1972. From that moment on she never stopped giving to this organization. As a Choral-Aire she has been president twice, director search committee chairman twice, and has held every other office at least once. Martha is the calmest and most even tempered member, who seems to float into the middle of chaos with a well thought solution. She is truly the spirit of Sweet Adelines as evidenced by her selfless dedication, unflagging volunteerism and devoted friendship to us all. She is our Woman of Note, not because she seeks such notoriety, but because she creates it for others!
Crosstown Harmony – Kari Schwartz - Kari,a member of Crosstown since 2005, has worked tirelessly on becoming the best that she can be in all things related to that lovely barbershop sound. Through the years Kari has taken on more responsibility from chorus member, quartet participant, to music team, and her dedication to education and bringing those skills to the chorus is what has lead her to the position she holds today - Frontline Director.  In 2015 Kari was named co-director alongside her mentor, and won a position on the International competition stage. With the resignation of her mentor, Kari rose to the occasion of preparing the chorus for International with her always positive attitude, and thinking outside of the box.  Her energy and dedication in bringing out the best in Crosstown is evident each week and we are proud to have Kari as our new Frontline Director and Women of Note for 2016.
Danville – Rose Askam – A member since 2005, Rose is a dedicated lead who learns her music timely, comes to rehearsal ready to sing, and completes every task given her. You don't have to remind Rose of her commitments. If she has agreed to do it, it will get done, and on time. While Rose may not serve in many leadership roles within the organization, she is invaluable to our chorus. I know every director in Sweet Adelines would love to have a dozen Roses in their chorus.
Great Lake Sound – Elaine Rado - Elaine takes on any challenge presented with a cheerful, can-do attitude and consistently fulfills all responsibilities in a proactive and proficient manner. With 20+ years as a member in our Lead Section, she is a wonderful addition to the chorus in so many other ways. Although most of the work she does for us is not something that members might actually be aware of, the work she tackles is noticed on a weekly basis.  She keeps our music library up-to-date.  Guest folder music is kept current and available at all times. In fact, whatever the Music Team Coordinator asks her to do is done quickly and with a smile on her face.  Although she's part of the Music Team, that hasn't stopped many of the other teams to ask her for a helping hand. Elaine not only agrees to help, she gives it all she has. If I could use one sentence to describe why Elaine deserves to be The Great Lake Sound Chorus "Woman Of Note":  SHE GETS THE JOB DONE.
Heart of Illinois – Vicki Cox -  Vicki is an amazing lady, a 45 year member, and a wonderful ambassador for Sweet Adelines International. Vicki currently serves as assistant director, bass section leader and also sings bass in the chorus recruiting quartet, she is the Mistress of Tempo, and a member of the Vocal Vital Signs team. Cox is a former music teacher and uses her talents in music education to give back to Sweet Adelines. Vicki is a dynamic part of our chorus culture and is always open and approachable for all members. She truly goes the extra mile to help wherever she can; whether it is music help a fellow singer needs or diving in to help a new member feel the sisterhood of The Hearts. Vicki has been a front line director for the former Sweet Adelines Chorus in Pekin, and the Bells of Harmony Chorus from Peoria (duel director for 2 years, WOW!), she has served as a treasurer and is part of the Winner’s Circle of regional quartet champions. Vicki earned her quartet title with Crossroads from Region #5 in 1989.  Thank you for all you do for The Hearts!  Keep the music ringing Vicki, we love you!
Melodeers – Helen Giallombardo – Helen began her Sweet Adeline career in Pontiac, Il but left in the mid-80's to join her sweetheart in the Chicago area and became a Melodeer for the first time.  After her marriage to Jay Giallombardo and babies entered her life, she left to concentrate on raising those bouncing baby Giallombardos. She returned to the Melodeers in 2005 and quickly became an integral part of our weekly rehearsals and off-site performances. Currently, Helen is the House Manager and is
charged with the sometimes daunting job of riser set-up and tear-down, but handles it all efficiently and masterfully. Helen also partners with her husband and well-known arranger, Jay, in their business Gold-Silver-Bronze Medal Music, Inc. creating learning tracks for some of his awesome and award-winning  arrangements.
Midwest Crossroad – Corinne Garcia – Corinne has been a member of this chorus since 2004, and quickly became the tenor of The Chordettes, our Young Women in Harmony quartet.  Corinne has served on the chorus management team and the Regional Management Team.  She often has a starring role as one of the Midwest Crossroad Players in our annual shows, but is being celebrated as our Woman of Note for all her extra efforts in marketing the chorus through social media and print.  Her ads are impressive and eye catching, and she has recently attracted some new faces to our chorus.  We are so lucky to have Corinne in our ranks!
Prairie Echoes – Valesia Best - Valesia joined the chorus in 2014 and is our Marketing Chair.  Since recently taking on the position, she has brought lots of fresh ideas to our chorus in ways we can reach out to the public and gain new members.  Valesia is very skilled with computers and the technical age, and she's come up with some great fliers for our chorus that have helped our communities realize that we're around and going strong! She is the admin of our Wiggio group which helps us all stay connected with events on-the-go. Valesia comes to chorus every week with a positive attitude, and she is a very fun person to be around.
Racine – Jane Adams  -  A member since 2009, Jane gives freely of her many talents to the Racine Chorus.  She has scripted many of our shows and generously shares her experience in musical theater to encourage the members in their showmanship efforts.  She instituted our "Diva Award" presented to the member who has shown the most improvement in showmanship over a year's time. Jane is also our most enthusiastic cheerleader; we can count on her upbeat attitude to encourage us through challenges.
River Bend – Sue Mears - She joined River Bend Chorus in South Bend, IN in 2012. We all love her enthusiasm for barbershop. She has begun teaching and directing new music, as well as providing new ideas for fundraising.
River City Sound – Connie Selmi – Connie has been a member since 1978.  She has sung lead but when we needed baris, she was there for us.  Besides supplying the chorus with the best sweet corn in northern Illinois, she has brought her creativity to our team when she took on the position of Marketing Coordinator last May.   She has worked tirelessly to get the word out about our chorus with her marvelous Facebook updates and promotional videos.  As show chair, she organized a great team to put on a fabulous show, and her 20+ page, full color program turned our simple show program into a sophisticated, professional marketing tool.  Her front row personality, positive attitude, cheerfulness, very approachable nature, and forward thinking are just a few of the attributes that make Connie Selmi River City Sound’s woman of note!!
Riverport – Julie Quesenbery - It hasn’t really been that long, but it is hard to remember when Julie wasn’t our Team Manager. A member since 1989, she is certainly our cheerleader, encourager, supporter, positive example and “wind beneath our wings”.  Her ready smile and optimistic attitude are contagious and we usually “catch” it! Her keen eye for organizing and keeping a close watch on all the facets of the chorus make her a valued member of Riverport.  (Besides all that she sings Baritone!)
Spirit of the Lakes – Sharon Aasen - Sharon’s Sweet Adeline adventures began April 2, 2001 singing with Riverport Chorus.  In 2002 Sharon became a charter member of the newly formed Spirit of the Lakes Chorus in Lake Geneva, WI.  She has been on the Management Team for the past five years as Communications Liaison and the past four years on the Music Team as Bass Section Leader   Sharon is a valued member of SOTLC, actively participating in everything the chorus presents. Her cheerful disposition makes her a joy to be around all the time.
Spring Valley – Renee Juvan - A member of Sweet Adelines since 2004 when a co-worker introduced her to Spring Valley Chorus,  she couldn’t become a member soon enough. She was thrilled to find a place where she could sing in a comfortable bass range and be appreciated for it.  Serving on the management team/board for 9 of the 11 years, Renee has been a member as communications/publicity coordinator, secretary, and performance coordinator as well as Web mistress and member of the music team and helps out with planning and teaching choreo and doing physical warm ups. Her hope is to   radiate the joy that Sweet Adelines brings to her life.
Toast of Champaign – Betty Wiseman - In her 51 years in our chapter, she has served as president, lead section leader, show chairman, and has served on numerous committees. You name it, Betty has done it. She also has sung in several quartets.  She’s encouraging to those around her on the risers and has always set a positive example during rehearsal. Betty is also one of the sweetest, most considerate members of our chorus.  She is most definitely a Woman of Note.
Vermillion Valley Show – Ruth Finney -  Ruth has been an enthusiastic and creative member of VVSC since 1996 and has served in many capacities.  She has been on the Management Team for many years and is currently serving her second term as Team Leader.  She has used her creative side in the area of costumes and show props, creating a “stretcher” for our Frankenstein monster out of PVC pipe and fabric that could be broken down to fit in a suitcase for the trip to the Harmony Classic in Hawaii!  As our resident nurse, she has assisted chorus members dispensing Band-Aids and advice with a cheerful smile and witty comment.  You can count on Ruth to come up with a funny anecdote in any situation.  She has contributed to our chorus selflessly and with the true spirit of a Sweet Adeline.  Thank you Ruth!
Westosha Lakes – Sharon Bock - Sharon is a Chicago native who has a life-long interest in music. She has been singing the past three years with the Westosha Lakes Chorus of Sweet Adelines in Antioch, Illinois, where she makes her home. She has served on the costume committee and is currently on the leadership team serving as the membership coordinator.  She gives God the glory and thanks for every good thing through Jesus Christ.
Yahara River – Jane Richard - Teaching is her passion. She joined the chorus in 1996, and offers assistance, without hesitation, to any member of the chorus. She is on the music team as the bass section leader. She gives time and resources to write scripts, make props and scenery for shows. She gives PVI's.  She goes out of her way to make everyone feel welcome and offers to help in anyway that she can. She continually has a smile on her face and is so adorable! She always wants what is best for the entire Yahara River chorus.
